Solitary cellular schwannoma (neurilemmoma) showing malignant changes: evaluation through magnetic resonance imaging (M.R.I.), surgical intervention, and histopathology.
Schwannoma (neurilemmoma) are common benign tumors arising from the peripheral nerve sheath. Malignant transformation is uncommon. A unique case showing such a transformation is reported highlighting the roles of magnetic resonance imaging, surgical intervention, and histopathology. The case was thoroughly investigated by learning the details of the sequence of events leading to the current status. The evaluation was made through magnetic resonance imaging. In addition, computed tomography and conventional radiography were used to locate any foci of calcification. Subsequently, the tumor's gross and microscopic morphology was defined by surgical intervention and histopathology. Malignant schwannoma of the left leg occupying the entire calf is extremely uncommon. Only ten cases have been reported thus far, including the current one from the Indian subcontinent. Malignant transformation in a schwannoma differs significantly from malignant nerve sheath tumors (erroneously called malignant schwannomas). An endeavour has been made to differentiate malignant transformation in schwannoma from other malignant peripheral nerve sheath tumors. An innovation in this direction is magnetic resonance imaging. This investigate procedure is imperative in such situations, along with surgery and histopathology, which may also help in classifying the condition.